are not in a state of open, conventional war, but rather a constant, low-level separatist insurgency fueled by a variety of groups engaging in intercommunal and terrorist violence coupled with more traditional insurgent attacks. Thailand's southern provinces are a demographic anomaly compared to the rest of the country. Muslims represent Thailand's largest religious minority at roughly 5 percent of the total population. However, Muslims in Thailand are highly concentrated with over 80 percent residing in the three southernmost provinces of Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat, 7 creating a nearly homogeneous Muslim region.
8
This conflict is exceptionally complex, rooted in a deep and troubled history, framed by concepts of ethnic and religious identity, and fueled by cyclical patterns of separatist violence and government reaction that has led the local population to doubt the legitimacy and viability of government control over the region. In order to develop a set of policies and principles to help guide the transformation of the Pattani region into a peace system, this chapter will evaluate conflict in the region to develop an adequate lens through which to understand the forces driving tension and violence.
In Section II, this chapter will begin by cataloging the history of conflict between the Malay-Muslims and the Thai government. Section III will then explain the current phase of the conflict, which for the purposes of this chapter is defined as January 2004 to the present day. Section IV will establish a framework through which one can better understand the underlying drivers of the conflict with an eye toward relying on that framework to identify peacemaking initiatives. Section V will examine three different (past) approaches to war-stopping and peacemaking on the part of the Thai government. Finally, Section VI will consider what can be done to transform the latest iteration of the conflict from a system characterized by daily violence to one of sustainable peace.
II. Conflict History
The current phase of the Malay-Muslim insurgency is the latest in a century of tension between the minority population and the Thai-Buddhist authority. This sec-6
The conflict zone is limited primarily to Thailand's three southernmost provinces of Yala, Narathiwat, and Pattani. Together these provinces are referred to as the "Deep South." Insurgent activity has also occurred in the provinces of Satun and Songkhla, which are located directly north of the three southernmost provinces, and are often considered part of the historical zone of separatist conflict. 7
The provinces of Yala, Narathiwat, and Pattani are often referred to collectively as the "Pattani region" denoting their historical location within the Malay-Muslim Kingdom of Pattani. 
